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TUDCN SIDE EVENT AT 5TH ITUC WORLD CONGRESS 
SDG 8 AS A NEW SOCIAL CONTRACT FOR A JOB-RICH RECOVERY 

AND RESILIENCE 
NOVEMBER 18, 2022 / 6-7:30 PM / MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA 

 

On 18 November 2022, the Trade Union Development Cooperation Network (TUDCN) 
organised a side event entitled "SDG 8 as a new social contract for a job-rich recovery and 
resilience", which brought together some 60 participants from the four regions of the 
International Trade Union Confederation (ITUC). 
 

The event was organised in the context of the ITUC's 5th World Congress, held in Melbourne from 
17 to 22 November 2022, and provided an opportunity for network members to share their 
experiences in terms of the gains and challenges they have encountered over the past four years. 
In addition, the event provided an opportunity for ITUC affiliates not yet participating in the TUDCN 
to learn more about the driving role of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in implementing 
impactful policies aligned with trade union priorities, and to hear directly from their peers about 
how trade unions can make a difference in national and international policies. 

ITUC President Ayuba Wabba opened the session. He highlighted the role of trade unions as 
champions of the SDGs and reminded the audience that trade unions have been supporting the 
SDGs since their endorsement in 2015, when the ITUC initiated a confederation-wide process that 
resulted in the inclusion of the SDGs in the 2018 Congress declaration. 

Mr. Wabba also praised the admirable commitment of the network members, who have continued 
to work tirelessly even in the most difficult times of the Covid-19 pandemic, which has unfortunately 
resulted in a significant setback for many of the 2030 Agenda goals, including SDG 8 on decent 
work and sustainable economic growth. 

"The Covid-19 crisis has undermined much of the progress made on the 2030 Agenda and it is 
now clear that the impact of the pandemic on our economies and societies could have been 
cushioned if more progress had been made towards achieving the SDGs," said Mr Wabba. 

ITUC Equality Director Paola Simonetti opened the next session, which was devoted to the 
achievements of trade unions at the global level. She praised the unconditional support that 
affiliates have given to the work of the network, including the #timefor8 campaign, which brought 
the testimonies of more than 130 trade unions from around the world to the most important UN 
meeting on the SDGs: the High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development. 

Simonetti also shared some highlights of the work undertaken over the past four years by the 
TUDCN at national, regional, and global level to bring the trade union perspective and promote 
the Decent Work Agenda in development policies, in particular in the 2030 Agenda. She described 
how trade unions have engaged with key interlocutors such as national governments, the ILO, 
regional development banks, the European Union, the Development Assistance Committee to the 
OECD and the UN, among others. 
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Among the many actions of the network, Simonetti highlighted the production of more than 70 
national reports on the status of the SDGs "to ensure that governments are accountable for their 
own commitments", and the creation of the ITUC Global Monitoring of SDG 8 "to track the global 
progress of goal 8 and show its leverage effect on the whole 2030 Agenda". 

To make these achievements concrete, some TUDCN members shared some highlights of their 
work. Repon Chowdhury spoke about the benefits of the engagement that the ITUC Council in 
Bangladesh has established with the UN Resident Coordinator and the UN Country Office in 
Bangladesh.  In Costa Rica, Fanny Sequeira, General Secretary of the CTRN, spoke about her work 
to put the SDGs at the heart of the Costa Rican trade union movement and her expectations of the 
leverage power of SDG 8 to achieve concrete gains for workers in her country. In Botswana, the 
BFTU recently produced its first national report on the SDGs and General Secretary Thusang Butale 
explained how working within the network has enabled his organisation to engage with key 
stakeholders at national, regional, and global level. Finally, the International Secretary of 
Comisiones Obreras in Spain, Cristina Faciaben, explained how her organisation has been 
advocating for the inclusion of SDG 8 and the recognition of trade unions as full development 
actors in Spain's development policies. These four interventions were followed by a series of 
questions from the audience, where trade unions from Belgium, East Africa, Argentina, Venezuela, 
Chile, and Indonesia, among others, shared their work of advocacy at the national level.   

In the conclusions of the event, Paola Simonetti presented the highlights of the TUDCN workplan 
for 2023 and invited ITUC affiliates to join the Network. 
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