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Dear Mr Blatter 

 

Working conditions and the human rights of 1.2 million migrant workers in Qatar are of grave 

concern to the International Trade Union Confederation (ITUC) and the Mauritius Labour 

Congress (MLC) Mauritius Trade Union Congress (MTUC), and National Trade Unions 

Confederation (NTUC). These deplorable conditions will only be exacerbated as the construction 

of World Cup infrastructure gets under way for the 2022 tournament and as more migrant workers 

arrive in the country. 

 

The ITUC , MLC, MTUC and NTUC are committed to the rights of working people around the 

world. The ITUC represents 178 million workers from 315 national trade union centres in 156 

countries and territories. We are writing ahead of FIFA annual congress in Mauritius (30 – 31 May) 

to outline our concerns for players and workers in Qatar. 

 

Football is the world’s most popular sport and is universally known as “the beautiful game.” 

Millions of fans look to FIFA to uphold the highest ethical and sporting standards to ensure that 

fair play continues to be central to the game. 

 

Just as FIFA has a mandate to ensure fair play in football, the ITUC and its affiliates strive to 

secure fundamental rights and fairness for working people. Sadly, FIFA awarding Qatar the 2022 

World Cup has done nothing to secure fair play and fair working conditions. Workers in Qatar face 

abuses of their human and trade union rights on a daily basis, including: 

 

 Migrant workers in Qatar can’t change jobs without their employer’s permission, or leave 

the country without their employer signing an exit permit. These conditions amount to 

modern day slavery for 1.2 million migrant workers. 

 

 Construction industry fatalities and injuries in Qatar are up to eight times higher than other 

developed countries,  and hundreds more migrant construction workers die each year from 

unexplained causes. Although there are no official statistics published, the data that the 

ITUC has obtained shows more people will die building World Cup infrastructure than 

players will take to the field. 
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 The average construction worker in Qatar toils for up to15 hours, 6 days a week for just $8 

a day. Up to a million extra workers will need to be recruited to build the stadiums and 

other facilities needed for the World Cup, yet there are no laws or grievance procedures to 

protect them. 

 

In addition the ITUC is following the cases of two professional footballers recruited to play in 

Qatar whose experience in the country has resulted in broken contracts and unpaid wages: 

 

Zahir Belounis is a French/Algerian player who is currently trapped in Qatar after his club refused 

to honour his contract to 2015, leaving him and his young family with no money. His club refuses 

to allow him to leave the country, using the notorious ‘kefala’ sponsorship system. 

 

Abdeslam Ouaddou is a French/Moroccan player who has been isolated and abused by his club in 

Qatar, his contract to 2015 has not been honoured, and his wages haven’t been paid.  

 

These are harrowing facts and illustrate just some of the ways in which migrant workers are treated 

as modern-day slaves in Qatar. Rather than promoting “the beautiful game,” Qatar is bringing 

shame to football through its actions, and through its inaction on workers’ rights. 

 

 

We urge and respectfully request that FIFA  

 

 Uses its influence to free Zahir Belounis from Qatar; 

 Receives a petition delivered by the Mauritian unions during your annual congress on 

behalf of the ITUC calling on FIFA to re-run the vote for the 2022 World Cup unless Qatar 

reforms its ways. 

 

The only way to save lives, restore the game’s integrity and the trust of fans is to choose a 2022 

World Cup venue where workers’ rights are respected.  

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Sharan Burrow, General Secretary 
 

 

Mr. Bholanath Jeewuth 

General Secretary,  Mauritius Labour Congress (MLC)  

 

Mr. Nundeo Chacoory 

General Secretary, Mauritius Trade Union Congress (MTUC) 

 

Mr. Tulsiraj Benedin 

General Secretary, National Trade Unions Confederation (NTUC) 

 

 

 


