PESHAWAR, June 2: The employ-
ees of Peshawar Electric Supply
Company (Pesco) went on strike and
staged protest demonstrations in
different districts of the province on
Thursday against the proposed pri-
vatisation of Water and Power
Development Authority.

In the provincial capital, Wapda
Hydro Elecrrlc Central Union ob-
served a sit-in outside Pesco head of-
fice at Shami Road and held a pro-
test demonstration on the main
| road.

Larrving a banner inscribed with
their demands, the mtesnng work-

They
ere also chanted slogdns against the privatisation of natio;

proposed privatisation of Wapda and
termed it a conspiracy.

Speaking on the occasion, union
chainman Haji Mohammad Igbal
and general secretary Gohar Taj ex-
pressed grave concern over the soar-
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WORKERS shout slogans during a protest demonstration in Peshawar on Thursday against the pmpused pnvausatton uf Wapda . Dnlme

Employees protest Wapda privatisation plan
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ing prices of daily use commodities.
They said that government had
failed to control price hike in the
country.

They said that workers would not
allow government to privatise
Wapda as it was totally against the
interests of the employees. They also
expressed concern over the deterio-
rating law and order situation and
said that people were kidnapped for
ransom.

They said that Tesco employees
had also been kidnapped in a tribal

region.
asked t to stop
and take effective steps fnr overcom-
ing corruption to strengthen econo-
my of the country. “We will continue
our protest demonstrations unless
our demands are met,” they warned.
In Nowshera, the Pesco employees
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held two different protest meetings
in Nowshera Kalan and Pabbi areas
and locked all their offices. Wearing
black armbands, the protesters
chanted slogan against the
government and its anti-labour poli-
cies.

They criticised the government’s
privatisation policy. They threatened
to launch agitation if government
went ahead with the privatisation of
Wapda.

In Bannu, the Wapda Hydro
Electric Central Labor Union organ-
ised a protest demonstration against
of

Carrying placards and chanting
slogans against government, the pro-
testing employees marched on vari-
ous roads of the city.

They said that privatisation of
Wapda would deprive thousands of
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employees of their jobs and burden
the power consumers in the country.
They said that they would seek sup-
port of public in their protest move-
ment if government tried to ‘sell’ the
national entity.

In Mansehra, Pesco employees ob-
served complete strike and took out
a rally against the proposed privati-
sation of Wapda.

The protest rally was culminated
at the press club after passmg
through different roads of the city.

Addressing the protesters,
Mohammad Arif and Khalid
Rasheed said that they would not al-
Iow tHE government 1o prwause the
national asset.

They said that Wapda was earning
profit for the country but govern-
ment wanted to sell it on a throw-
away price, which was not accepta-
ble to them.




