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Other affiliation issues 

 Organising and registering workers in the informal economy, including in ITUC membership 

Many of our affiliates in developing countries and/or countries in transition are organising workers in 
the informal economy. Most of them are lacking legal protection, they have no contract, no minimum 
wage and no social security. 

Our affiliates are doing their utmost to support these workers by putting pressure on governments and 
employers with the aim to get them recognised and respected as workers by providing them with legal 
protection and by covering their rights by collective labour agreements. 

Despite the efforts of our affiliates it is realistic to consider that final results will not be achieved in the 
short term. 

In the meantime these workers can only pay a symbolic fee to their unions and our affiliates are using 
other (internal and external) sources to provide service to these members. 

Most of our affiliates do not declare these non- or low-paying members to the ITUC, which means that 
 

Good examples are our affiliates in India. INTUC has claimed in the verification process of membership 
to the Indian government, 33 million members and has substantiated this claim with detailed information 
per sector and per region.  

Today INTUC declares 8.2 million members to the ITUC. 

It is no surprise that more than 20 million workers affilated to INTUC are working in the informal 
 workers operate in the informal economy. 

HMS claimed 9.1 million members in the verification process with the Indian government, and declared 
only 5.8 million members to the ITUC, since 3.3 million workers are part of the informal economy. 

The INTUC expressed its wish to declare its real membership to ITUC and to include the workers from 
ITUC membership. 

HMS will discuss this issue during its next board meeting that takes place mid December. 

The Secretariat requests the General Council to accept the inclusion of the declared membership of 
INTUC and HMS as ITUC membership. 

This acceptation will have no consequences for the statutory rights of both organisations which will 
continue to be based on their paying membership. 

The secretariat wants to express its respect and appreciation for the ongoing efforts of our Indian 
affiliates, and indeed all other affiliates supporting support workers in the informal economy and to 
include them in their ranks and in their structures. 
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