
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
ITUC INTERNATIONAL TRADE UNION CONFEDERATION  CSI CONFÉDÉRATION SYNDICALE INTERNATIONALE 
CSI  CONFEDERACIÓN SINDICAL INTERNACIONAL  IGB INTERNATIONALER GEWERKSCHAFTSBUND 

Bd. du Roi Albert II, 5, Bte 1,  B – 1210 Bruxelles  Belgique 
Tel. +32 (0) 2224 0211  Fax +32 (0) 2201 5815  E-mail info@ituc-csi.org  http://www.ituc-csi.org 

Ministry of Justice 
Ayatollah Mahmoud Hashemi Sharoudi 
Panzdah-Khordad Square 
Tehran 
Islamic Republic of Iran 
 
E-Mail: info@dadgostary-tehran.ir 

HTUR/FW 23 July 2008 

Death sentence for member teachers' union 

Dear Minister, 

The International Trade Union Confederation (ITUC), which represents more than 168 
million workers through its 311 affiliates in 155 countries and territories, hereby adds its 
voice to the Iranian Teachers' Association (ITA), Education International (EI) and Public 
Services International (PSI) to protest at the situation of Mr. Farzad Kamangar, a 32 
year-old school teacher who was sentenced to death on 25 February 2008 by the Tehran 
Revolutionary Court on charges of, a.o., “endangering national security” and "enmity 
against God". 

Mr. Kamangar has worked for 12 years as a teacher in Kamyaran and was a member of 
the Kurdish Teachers Trade Association (KTTA). He was also in charge of public 
relations for the union until it was outlawed. Farzad Kamangar also engaged in defending 
human rights, minority rights and women's rights. 

According to his lawyer, the judicial process did not meet Iranian legal requirements, and 
the charges of “enmity against God” could not be substantiated. Farzad Kamangar has 
been held incommunicado at a series of locations: in Sanandaj in Kurdistan, in 
Kermanshah, in Evin prison, and currently in the Rajaishahr prison in Karaj. According to 
our information, he has been frequently tortured. He is currently being detained with 
dangerous criminals and fears for his security as well as his health, given the high 
prevalence of HIV and hepatitis B in the prison. 

The ITUC hereby urges you to ensure that the case of Farzad Kamangar be re-examined 
through a fair trial which meets Iranian and international standards and that Farzad 
Kamangar’s death sentence be commuted immediately, as the application of the death 
penalty is irreparable, and no judicial system should run the risk of condemning an 
innocent person. 
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