


Joint trade union initiatives on development strategy 

The TUDCN will continue facilitating information sharing on trade unions programs and looking for future opportunities for joint trade union initiatives in development. 
1) The Trade Union Development Projects Directory contains trade union development cooperation projects implemented by the affiliates and partners of the International Trade Union Confederation. The database is meant to facilitate the exchange of information on projects in order to encourage further coordination and cooperation for an improved impact of the trade union development cooperation efforts. We will keep working on the database in order to keep it permanently updated and functional to the needs and interests of the users;

2) Promoting the role of social dialogue in development vis-à-vis multilateral and national donors. This is one of the lines of work that was set during the TUDCN General Meeting in 2015, realising country case studies in Ghana, Indonesia and Uruguay, on the contributions that social dialogue made to the development process in these countries. Based on the conclusions of these studies we have established a line of work with the ILO to develop an issue paper on how social dialogue contributes to development. This paper will form the basis of a joint seminar in which trade union representatives will discuss with experts, the ILO, the EU and the OECD-DAC, on the importance of social dialogue for development. Following this we will reinforce our strategy on the matter and will explore possibilities for joint initiatives with the EU that possibly could materialise in specific project proposals.
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3) Exploring relevant opportunities with the European Commission. The secretariat will monitor and disseminate information and updates on the upcoming calls for proposals of the EU (i.e. EIDHR programme and other relevant programmes), facilitating possible coordination among TUDCN partners. 

4) Coordinating joint program proposals: the upcoming call for proposals of the EU - Development Education and Awareness Raising (DEAR)- offers an opportunity for TUDCN members to join efforts to advance their priorities in the framework of an awareness raising in the EU, contributing to the implementation and monitoring of Agenda 2030 in Europe. This is a work-in-progress in full collaboration with the ETUC. 
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